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Respect, Friendship, Excellence, Equality, Inspiration, Determination and Courage are the seven Olympic and 
Paralympic values, and these are relevant, not only in the area of sport, but in our everyday lives. 
See how Yr9 students at South put this into practice on pages 6-7. 
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I have a confession to make. For periods in 

my life, I have found it hard to walk past 

clothing shops and not buy a ǘƛŜΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ 

to say I am the Imelda Marcos of ties (you 

may need to review aǊǎ aŀǊŎƻǎΩ 

extravagances) but every now and again, I 

am prompted to take a look at my tie-

hangers and make some donations to the 

charity shops. Why do I find it difficult to 

discard ties? Usually because the blue and 

white check, garish monstrosity that went 

out of fashion in 1985, suddenly made a 

return to the catwalks in 1995 or the fat 

kipper edition that has to have a huge knot 

have become fashionable again with 

premiership footballers interviewed on 

MOTD.  

 

What goes around comes around. 

 

I have witnessed parallel situations Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜƭȅ ŀ 

feeling that that if you stand still long enough, the very initiative that you spent so much time on 

20 years ago, but then got ditched by a new Secretary of State for education is suddenly in favour 

again. Developments do tend to go in cycles. 

 

When it comes to teaching ς there are many learned scholars who have wrestled to explain what 

good teaching is all about.  Aristotle the Greek Philosopher and polymath set the bar high 2500 

years ago when he claimed that άTeaching is the highest form of understandingέ.  The Tao (a 

Chinese word meaning doctrine or philosophy) of Teaching states that άŀ good teacher is better 

than a spectacular teacher. Otherwise the teacher ƻǳǘǎƘƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎǎΦέ Whereas William 

Glasser, an influential psychiatrist, ŘƻŜǎƴΩt pull any punches when he wrote that άEffective 

teaching mŀȅ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘŜǎǘ Ƨƻō ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎΦέ 
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The Government of the day certainly recognises the value of Teaching ς it signalled its intent to 

emphasise the role our ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƘƛǘŜ tŀǇŜǊ ά¢ƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎέ. The 

resulting legislation is developing the educational landscape in many ways. 

 

In schools ς and this is particularly true at South ς we have known for many years the relationship 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ǎŜŎǊŜǘ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘΩǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΣ L ƘŜŀrd one colleague impart that one of the reasons was that the school 

had consistently recruited teachers of very high quality. L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ƳƻǊŜΦ 

 

What makes a good teacher is a standing question at our recruitment interviews. Candidates 

scoring well indicate that good teachers engage students, set out the learning objectives at the 

beginning of the lesson and assess students during the lesson to see how well they are progressing 

in relation to expected outcomes. 

 

During the course of this term, I have been meeting with small groups of Yr 10 students for lunch 

each Wednesday. We talk about all the exciting opportunities at school and how we can continue 

to improve the school. There have been some very creative ideas! We also discuss learning in 

ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ L ǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǎƪ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ features of a good lessonέΦ Typically 

students will cite the personal characteristics of the teacher such as warmth, approachability, a 

sense of humour as being key. They also say that lessons which engage all students, and where the 

teacher demonstrates good classroom control and organisation, has clarity of expectations, and 

provides rapid and useful feedback through marking and assessment, are ones that offer good 

learning environments. 

 

At South we are absolutely focused on being an OUSTANDING school. I am confident that we are 

outstanding in many ways and this term has seen developments on a number of fronts. Teaching 

and learning continues to be at the heart of our work ς our core business ς and I look forward to 

more dialogue with staff, students and parents in 2012. May I take this opportunity to wish all 

readers a Happy Christmas.       

Mr Topping                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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Dancing Queen 

Cody Darby a year 10 student at South Bromsgrove High has scooped a prestigious place at The 

Centre for Advanced Training in South Asian and Contemporary Dance (CAT). Cody said that she is 

very excited by the opportunity and the chance to dance on the professional stage. Rosie Kay who 

ƛǎ ǘƘŜ {ǳōƧŜŎǘ [ŜŀŘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ {ǘǊŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨL ǿŀǎ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ /ƻŘȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ 

was a participant in The Great Train Dance, dancing on Arley Station.   

Through her dance leader I notified her of the chance to audition for the Centre for Advanced 

Training (CAT) at DanceXchange and we were delighted to offer her a place. The CAT offers quality 

training and support to young contemporary dancers in the West Midlands, and I am sure that 

/ƻŘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊΤ ƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ŘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎƭŜŀǊΦΩ 

 

 

 

SOUTH WILL ROCK YOU ς GRAB YOUR TICKETS 

tǊŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŀǇŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ Ψ²Ŝ ²ƛƭƭ wƻŎƪ ¸ƻǳΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 

performed from 8th ς 10th CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ŀōŀǊŜǘ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎƘƻǿΦ 

Ψ²Ŝ ²ƛƭƭ wƻŎƪ ¸ƻǳΩ ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ Ƙƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘΣ ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛǘǎ ƻŦ ǊƻŎƪ ƭŜƎŜƴŘǎΣ vǳŜŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

script by Ben Elton.  

The show is set in a dystopian future where all culture has been dominated by the all powerful Globalsoft 

ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ΨYƛƭƭŜǊ vǳŜŜƴΩΦ tƻŎƪŜǘǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŜȄƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƻƘŜƳƛŀƴǎ ōǳǘ 

they live at the fringes of society and lack a leader. It is not until Galileo, a young visionary with the spirit of 

Rock coursing through his veins meets a young rebel girl, Scaramouche and decides to take on the system 

that the sparks start to fly. 

aǊ {ǳƎŀǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ά¢ƘŜ Ŏŀǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ƘŀǊŘΣ ŀƭƻƴƎǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǘƻ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ 

ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ΨǊƻŎƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΩ ƛƴ ŎƭŀǎǎƛŎ {ƻǳǘƘ .ǊƻƳǎƎǊƻǾŜ style and hope people will 

ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴΦέ 

We Will Rock You features a huge cast and classic songs, as well as a darkly comic plot. Tickets will be on 

sale from School Reception early next term. 

Mr Sugars 
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SOUTH BROMSGROVE HIGH SCHOOL SCOOP AWARD  

FOR DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

 

South was shortlisted for an Educational Business Award in the category of Educational Visits. Paul 

Topping and Malcolm Davis attended the ceremony at the Emirates Stadium on November 10th 

hosted by TV and Radio presenter Moira Stuart. Of the four shortlisted schools from around the 

country, South scooped the overall prize sponsored by WST. 

 

The school has been actively involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Award for over 25 years and are 

currently the largest school based centre in the country with over 500 students taking part 

annually. The school are able to staff all their own expeditions from rural Worcestershire to the 

wilds of Snowdonia with approximately 60 staff involved annually.  

 

High completion rates are achieved with the active support of a range of staff. Student 

involvement in a wide range of school extra - curricular activity helps then to complete the 

Volunteering, Physical and Skills part of the award.   

 

ΨhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ {ƻǳǘƘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ ŀǿŀǊŘΩ ǎŀƛŘ tŀǳƭ ¢ƻǇǇƛƴƎΦ 

The relationships between staff and students are immensely enhanced by the scheme. It also has a 

positive impact on staff morale. The size of the operation takes a huge amount of organising but 

the sense of achievement is palpable at the annual presentation evening in December. This year 

Phil Brown (Central region director) will be handing out the hundreds of certificates. 

 

This year has seen record enrolment levels and the scheme continues to go from strength to 

strength. ¢ƘŜ ΨǎǇƛǊƛǘΩ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ ƛǎ ŜƴŎŀǇǎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ǳƪŜ ƻŦ 9ŘƛƴōǳǊƎƘ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ  

 

Malcolm Davis 

D of E director 
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Olympic Values Inspire South Students 

Respect, Friendship, Excellence, Equality, Inspiration, Determination and Courage are the seven Olympic 

and Paralympic values, and these are relevant, not only in the area of sport, but in our everyday lives. 

Year 9 students at South Bromsgrove High School set out to put these values into practice and to help 

others at the same time through their work in Citizenship lessons.  Having learned about the values, 

students were challenged to select a country which they would represent, and to raise money through 

sponsorship of a tutor-group relay.  In the event, students were asked to complete shuttle runs to 

represent the distance between London and Rio de Janeiro (the site of the 2016 Olympics) to encourage 

them to think of the future and the legacy of the Olympics.  They selected their own charities to support ς 

and they decided that the money should be split between Help for Heroes, Cancer Research UK and Arusha, 

ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀƴ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΦ 

 

 

9WN representing the Virgin Islands! 

 

Year 9 students at South Bromsgrove High School set out to put these values into practice and to help 

others at the same time through their work in Citizenship lessons.  Having learned about the values, 

students were challenged to select a country which they would represent, and to raise money through 

sponsorship of a tutor-group relay.  In the event, students were asked to complete shuttle runs to 

represent the distance between London and Rio de Janeiro (the site of the 2016 Olympics) to encourage 

them to think of the future and the legacy of the Olympics.  They selected their own charities to support ς 

and they decided that the money should be split between Help for Heroes, Cancer Research UK and Arusha, 

ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ¢ŀƴȊŀƴƛŀƴ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅΦ 

No-one could have anticipated the enthusiasm, imagination, team-spirit and generosity that was evident in 

the running of the event.  Tutor groups selected countries from all over the world, dressing up to represent 

the features of that country, and providing extras too.  Flags, National Anthems, Mascots, drums, were all 

there as Year 9 took to the field for each group to run 104 shuttles of 50 metres each.  Running was not the 
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only skill visible as we had some students cartwheeling, others giving piggy-backs, three-legged runners, 

people being wheelbarrowed or being carried; and one key thing was that everyone looked happy!. 

The tutor group with the fastest time was 9BS and the prize for the tutor-group best representing their 

country in terms of costume was 9GD. However, special mention should also go to 9CS for their musical 

ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻƴƎƻ ŘǊǳƳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ¢ƻƳ wƘȅǎ aƻǊǊƛǎΩǎ όфW9ύ{ǳƳƻ ǎǳƛǘΗ 

 

aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƴƻƛǎŜΗ  ф/{ ŀǎ .ǳǊƪƛƴŀ Cŀǎƻ 

 

The big question, of course, is how much money will be raised for our three selected charities, but rumour 

has it that one student alone has raised £140 (which is amazing) and, when the sponsorship comes in, the 

students hope to be able to help many other people through their efforts. 

Thanks must go to all the Year 9 tutors who were spectacular in leading their tutor groups and to any 

parents who helped to provide costumes. Thanks also to all those who have sponsored the students. After 

this success, the question everyone is asking is: what shall we do next? 

Mrs Colley 

Head of Year 9 
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LEAVING SOUTH BROMSGROVE 

After 30 years in the police and 5 years in education, the last 3 ½ years of which have been spent 

at South Bromsgrove, I shall be leaving the school in December 2011, in order to spend more time 

in France and to do some long haul travel 

with my wife, who will be leaving her school 

on the same date as me. 

I have been privileged indeed to be a member 

of staff at South Bromsgrove, and I take great 

pride in my association with such an 

outstanding school. I have been privileged as 

well to spend a huge amount of time with 

students of all year groups, both in the 

classroom in different subject areas and in 

extra-curricular activities. Students at South 

are intelligent and witty, and there has not 

been a single day without some fun and 

laughter in lessons. I never cease to be 

amazed at that which so many students 

achieve brilliantly in academic and non-

academic pursuits. If I were to have a 

message for our students it would be this: 

ΨƴŜǾŜǊ ǎtop believing in yourselves, keep 

ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘΣ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘΦΩ 

When I left the police service, I did not believe that I would find another job where the 

camaraderie and sense of community would be so much in existence.  South Bromsgrove has 

provided me with that job and the opportunity to put my linguistic abilities in French and German 

to good use on an almost daily basis; and, as I depart, I know that I shall miss staff and students 

alike very much. Thanks for the experience! 

 

Ron Pearce 
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South Learning Council 

Student Online iNet Conference 

! ŦŜǿ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƎƻ L ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŀ ǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƴŜǿ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ άƛbŜǘ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜέΦ 

The aim of this conference was to connect students from around the world to talk about all aspects of school life and 

to swap ideas about the different areas of schooling.  Our main focus was to see how students and teachers across the 

globe were using technology as a learning tool in the classroom, something the Learning Council have been rallying for 

quite some time now! 

 The conference itself was set up in the form of a forum; each with a separate topic, meaning you could come and go 

as you pleased viewing and joining discussions which were only relevant to you.            The 

topics we were interested in of course were mainly the technology ones, and there was 

plenty to choose from! From 18 year olds in America to 10 year olds in Malaysia, there was 

a wide variety of people to talk to and get different perspectives from. One of the most 

interesting and busy topics was something ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜǎ ƻŦ ά5ƻŜǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƘŀǾŜ 

ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛŦŜΚέ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŀǘ South strongly believe is a reǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ά¸9{ΗΗΗέ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ college!   

 In my opinion, the conference was not only valuable for the different viewpoints the discussions brought forward, but 

it really supplied us with a wider scope to improve on not only the technology aspect of our work, but simply the 

ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘΦ ²Ŝ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ŀǿŀȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴǘƻ 

action in the near future, the conference also gave us confidence that the use of mobile phones in classrooms and the 

ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άtƘƻƴŜ ½ƻƴŜǎέ ό¸ŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǊƘȅƳŜǎΗύ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŜǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƻƴƭȅ Ǝƻ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

here. 

Michael Darby, 11GW 

 

!ǇǇǊŜƴǘƛŎŜ aŜŜǘǎ 5ǊŀƎƻƴΩǎ 5Ŝƴ 

On Thursday 17
th
 November students from the seven Middle and 

High Schools met at South for their 4
th
 Annual Learning 

Conference. There were two students from each year group from 

each school, so about 60 students worked together in teams to 

produce a Learning 

Aid for the future.  

The Teams then 

presented their ideas 

to the seven dragons, 

who were teachers 

from all the schools. 

There were some 

brilliant presentations 

using ICT, models and great speeches. It was great to see students who 

had never met before working so well together. We are already planning 

nŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΦ  

¸ŜŀǊ мм ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ¢ƻƳ {ƴŀǇŜΣ ǿƘƻΩǎ ǘŜŀƳ ǿƻƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǎŀƛŘ Ψ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŜǿŀǊŘƛƴƎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 

interesting talking to students in the lower schools about the problems they have with education as many of the 

solutions exist at South. The aspects of collaboration between the different years were incredibly engaging. The 

ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ƴŜǊǾŜ ǿǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ ōǳǘ L ŦŜŜƭ L ƎŀƛƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦΩ 

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.humancapitalinstitute.org/elearning/files/2008/10/conversations1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.humancapitalinstitute.org/elearning/2008/10/01/the-client-experience-and-the-power-of-conversation/&usg=__1Lli9lsxyqoQ2DlWB5J5X3ykOJg=&h=288&w=289&sz=29&hl=en&start=50&um=1&tbnid=iGfdF12yoP2pPM:&tbnh=115&tbnw=115&prev=/images?q=learning+conversation&ndsp=20&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&start=40&um=1
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.humancapitalinstitute.org/elearning/files/2008/10/conversations1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.humancapitalinstitute.org/elearning/2008/10/01/the-client-experience-and-the-power-of-conversation/&usg=__1Lli9lsxyqoQ2DlWB5J5X3ykOJg=&h=288&w=289&sz=29&hl=en&start=50&um=1&tbnid=iGfdF12yoP2pPM:&tbnh=115&tbnw=115&prev=/images?q=learning+conversation&ndsp=20&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&start=40&um=1
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.humancapitalinstitute.org/elearning/files/2008/10/conversations1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.humancapitalinstitute.org/elearning/2008/10/01/the-client-experience-and-the-power-of-conversation/&usg=__1Lli9lsxyqoQ2DlWB5J5X3ykOJg=&h=288&w=289&sz=29&hl=en&start=50&um=1&tbnid=iGfdF12yoP2pPM:&tbnh=115&tbnw=115&prev=/images?q=learning+conversation&ndsp=20&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&start=40&um=1
http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://blogs.humancapitalinstitute.org/elearning/files/2008/10/conversations1.jpg&imgrefurl=http://blogs.humancapitalinstitute.org/elearning/2008/10/01/the-client-experience-and-the-power-of-conversation/&usg=__1Lli9lsxyqoQ2DlWB5J5X3ykOJg=&h=288&w=289&sz=29&hl=en&start=50&um=1&tbnid=iGfdF12yoP2pPM:&tbnh=115&tbnw=115&prev=/images?q=learning+conversation&ndsp=20&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&start=40&um=1
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Mobile Technology 

As the learning council this year we have been 

pushing for a more widespread use of technology 

around the school. This starts with a more open 

policy in regard to mobile phones. The phone zone 

system was conceived back in June by our 

members because we wanted to make use of this 

expensive and diverse technology which we have 

at our disposal.  

The system means that in specific areas at break 

the use of mobile phones is accepted so long as it 

ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŘƛǎǊǳǇǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭΣ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘions for mobile phones is also 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻΦ !ǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǊǳƭŜǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ 

discretion mobile phones are allowed to be used for learning purposes and we are looking to 

develop this further. This can be through the use of quick codes and planner apps to things as 

simple as recording audio or video. We are a technology college and we strive to improve the 

technological advances in our learning. 

 

 

Parent Focus Group 
 
On Thursday 8 December 2011, the Parents Focus Group had a meeting at South Bromsgrove High 
School, to discuss marking and assessment. 5 members of the Learning Council were there, and 
they put together a PowerPoint Presentation to show the parents what the three strands of 
marking and assessment were. 
 
There were many refreshments available, such as wine, orange juice and white wine spritzers, as 
well as readily available mince pies and Jaffa Cakes. All the parents had a fantastic evening, 
enjoying the cosy atmosphere. 
 
Many of the teachers were there, such as Mrs. Rickard, Mrs. Taylor and Mr. Dixon. The parents of 
students currently at South Bromsgrove High School were impressed by the presentation pulled 
together by the students and teachers. 
 
The members of the Learning Council brought along books which they felt were well marked. We 
allowed the parents to look at these books, and they were impressed, both by the content and by 
the marking. 
 
Overall, it was a successful evening that was very effective. 
 

Alex Brooks 9TL 
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At South we believe that students who work hard deserve praise and recognition. Students are rewarded merits for 

their achievements - both academic and extra-curricular; good work; being helpful and having a good attitude.  

Bronze: 

 

Asante-Siaw, Olivia Cook, Harry Hirschman, Megan McNally, Joseph Stapley, Abigail 
Aveyard, Xeina Craig, Natalie Humphreys, Lucy Murphy, Bethany Taylor, Elise 
Baker, George Deam, Chloe James, Phillip Murphy, Jordan Troth, Maurisa 
Bissett, Molly Envine, Samantha James, Samuel Penn, Joseph Williams, Rosie 
Bowles, Alice Forrester, Sophie Jeffries, Jack Peplow, Adam Stapley, Abigail 
Burdett, Matthew Gresswell, Bethany Kendall, Lewis Rees, Emyr Taylor, Elise 
Burgess, Harrison Halfpenny, George Mander, Charlotte Roberts-Towler, Nicole  

Collett, Hannah Hinds-Owen, 
Benjamin 

Mason, Lauren Scerri, Amelie  

 

  

  

  

Year 9 News  

Students have been involved in:  

Key Year 9 dates to remember: 
January  
4

th
: School reopens 

19
th

: GCSE Maths exam (some students) 
31

st
 Parents Consultation Evening 

 

  

Best Year 9 s ever??? 

This was the challenge that was laid down by the year team back in October. So far the year team have 
been blown away with the success of every  student in the year group.  

Keep it going in the new year Year 9! 
Mrs Colley & Mr Wilson  

Pride in Achievement, Pride in Attendance, Pride in uniform  
PRIDE IN SOUTH  

Merits:  

1. Friendship 

2. Olympic Values 

3. Careers 

4. Bullying 

5. AIDs/HIV  

6. One rotation subject with their Tutor. 

  

Citizenship topics 

studied this term:  

Tutor group with highest number of merits:  Well done!  

Sporting Opportunities: Students have participated in 

numerous sports across the school. 

Music Opportunities: Lots of students are 

ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ΨCŀŎŜōƻȄΩ ŜǾŜǊȅ CǊƛŘŀȅΦ 

5 students took part in the iCons competition, and 

blew the judges away with their talent! 

Katharine Todd, Megan Rea, Abigail Trice, 

Courtney O-Reilly, and Martyna Agar 

Autumn Term  

February 
9

th
 Year 9 reports issued 

10
th

 School breaks up for ½ term 
20

th
 School reopens 

24
th

 Annual Review Day 

 

March 
1

st
 GCSE open evening 

7
th

 GCSE options forms due 
29

th
 Break up for Easter  

9HG  
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  At South we pride ourselves on the great attendance of our students.  Attendance is a key 

component in Education: good attendance ensures students receive the education they deserve.  

The following students have 100% attendance so far in Year 9: 

Well done!  

Tutor group with best attendance:  

  

Abraham, Amy 
Agar, Anna - Lise  
Anderson, Cameron  
Anderson, Matthew  
Andrews, Samuel  
Aveyard, Xeina  
Baber, Liam  
Bailey, Nicole  
Baker, George  
Barnes, Christopher  
Barrett, Leah  
Bassi, Alicia  
Benning, Katie  
Bissett, Molly  
Boyden, Elliott  
Brooks, Alexander  
Brunt, Joshua  
Bunting, Jamie  
Chatterley - Cox, Thomas 
Chinnock, Max  
Collett, Hannah  
Cook, Harry  
Cooper, Heather  
Corfield, Kathryn  
Craig, Natalie  
Davies, Tyler  
Davies - Ciric, Benjamin  
Dixon, Spencer  
Falconer, Ewan  
Fletcher, Matthew  
Formaston, Hannah  
Fox, Minisha  
Gill, Jasmine  
Greaves, Cor y 
Gresswell, Bethany  
Griffiths, Sian  
Gulliver, Katie  
Halfpenny, George  
Hall, Lucy  
 

Harris, William  
Harvey, Etienne  
Hellawell, Dennis  
Henwood, Joshua  
Hewitt, Michael  
Hill, Megan  
Hollier, Kiran  
Hudson, Abigail  
Humphreys, Lucy  
Hunt, Jack  
Ingram, Elysia  
James, Harry  
James, Samuel  
Kemp, Oliver  
Kilgallen, Luc y 
Leddington, Callum  
Lewis, Connor  
Lisle, Elliot  
Madden, Natalya  
Mander, Charlotte  
Mason, Oliver  
Matharu, Yuvraj  
Matthews, Jack  
McNally, Joseph  
Michelangeli, Laura  
Moore, Rebecca  
Moseley, Benjamin  
Munden, Chloe  
Murch, James  
Norton, Leah  
Oakes, Aaron  
O'Neill, Tori  
O'Toole, Daniel  
Parker, Clementine  
Quickfall, Jonathan  
Ramsdale Owen, Nathan  
 

Rees, Emyr  
Rees, William  
Rousell, Joshua  
Russell, Niamh  
Sabin, Matthew  
Sandhu, Simran  
Shaw, Alexander  
Simpson, Oliver  
Spooner, Henry  
Stanton, Joshua  
Stapley, Thomas  
Starmer, Kate  
Stevens, David  
Stratford, Oliver  
Taylor, Anna  
Thompson, Amy 
Todd, Katharine  
Tyson, Lydia  
Wabara, Yasmin  
Waldron, Olivia  
Wall, Jamie  
Whiteley, Isobel  
Wiggett, Jacob  
Williams, Alexander  
Williams, Rosie  
Wilson, Bethan  
Winter, Connor  
Wise, Lucas  
Workman, Matthew  
Wykes, Matthew  

Year 9 Attendance News  

From all of the Year 9 team have a 

Happy holiday and a Happy New Year! 

9BS  
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At South we believe that students who work hard deserve praise and recognition. Students are rewarded merits for 

their achievements - both academic and extra-curricular; good work; being helpful and having a good attitude.  

This year merit success = exciting prizes for Year 10 pupils. Currently we have no - one who has  

achieved the 25 merit mark to achieve their Bronze award however the pupils listed below are close:  

Kayley Ames  10TR 23 Merits   

Jamie Dorgan 10MG  21 Merits  

Lauren Beard  10TR 19 Merits  

Madeline Vale  10HN  18 Merits  

Tasha Witkowski 10TR 18 Merits  

Annabelle Murray 10TR 18 Merits  

 
 

Year 10 News  

Students have been involved in:  

Key Year 10 dates to remember: 

Wednesday 04th January ς Start of Term 

Thursday 12th January ς Science B: SCI MOD B1, C1, P1 WRTN F & H Exam  

Friday 20th January ς Geography B Unit 1 Tier F & H 

Tuesday 31st January ς tŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ 9ǾŜƴƛƴƎ 

Friday 10th February ς Break up for Half Term 

Merits:  

  

  

Year 10 Celebration 

Lunch:  

Tutor group with highest number of merits: 10TR 262 Merits  

  

Well done!  

Letôs aim high 

Year 10é 

 

Three times a year we hold a celebration 

lunch. The top 10 students for effort levels 

in the reports are invited - with 

parents/guardians - to a Celebration Lunch in 

school. This term the following pupils have 

been asked to attend:  

Erica Halley  James Downing 

Matthew Hillier   Lucy Vivian 

James Moloney  George Cracknell 

Helen Woodcock  Olivia Caden 

Facebox ð A number of pupils from Year 10 have been attending singing 

practices every Friday in preparation to perform at The School Christmas 

Carol Concert.      

     

Sporting Opportunities: There have been a number of sport matches held 

this term and Year 10 have performed well overall. With successes in the 

following sports: Netball, Basketball, Girls and Boys Football and Rugby 
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  At South we pride ourselves on the great attendance of our students.  Attendance is a key 

component in Education: good attendance ensures students receive the education they deserve. 

The following students have 100% attendance in Year 10: 

75 Pupils from Year 10 have 

achieved 100% attendance this term.  

Well done!  

The Top Three Tutor Groups with the highest attendance is:  

мл¢w фтΦто҈ 

мл5D фсΦст҈ 

млIb фсΦр҈ 

Thomas Fletcher 
Lauren Bassi 
Anderson White 
William Tuffin 
Alexander Marsh 
Thomas Felton 
Luke Albutt 
Preeya Nicholls 
Matthew Hillier 
Andrew Tapper 
James Moloney 
Shivani Chaudhari 
Thomas Hargreaves 
George Stanhope 
Katherine Mills 
Eleanor Neale 
Robert Jenkerson 
Nathan Johnson 
Samuel Nixon 
Alexander Bunker 
Georgina Streeter 
Lewis Husbands 
Gabriella Smith-Carrington 
Niall Madden 
Chad Wycherley 

Lydia Bailey 
James Downing 
Hidetaka Matsuo 
Wesley Smith 
Sofi Buzzard 
Jonathan Mills 
Ashley Worskett 
Katherine Morton 
Shazmeen Khalid 
George Cracknell 
Laura Kelkin 
Harriet Evans 
Callum Rollins 
Fiona Cresswell 
Charles Shotton 
Skye Hadley 
George Guy 
Samantha Pagan 
Michael Edgar 
Joshua Greene 
Jacob Houston 
Jeremy Broad 
Eleanor Smallwood 
Angus Ulyett 
Leanne Rogan 
 
 

Sarah Davies 
Rebecca Danks 
Alister Edwards 
Joseph Hammond  
Megan Rees 
Ethan Wilks 
Annie McGowan 
Ryan Sanghera 
Daniel Wood 
Sam Wildman 
Riyana Rotkirch 
Harriet Hudson 
Ryan Delaney 
Nathan Henry 
Lewis Anderson 
Zoe Rimell 
Samuel Bennett 
William Varley 
Charlotte Munday 
Oliver Grace 
Kirsty Lewis 
Benjamin Russ 
Lauren Beard 
Thomas Elliot 
Sally Ward 

Year 10 Attendance News  
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Key Year 11 dates to remember: 

{ǳōƧŜŎǘ 5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ 9ȄŀƳ 

aŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ŜȄŀƳ ƳƻŘǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ ммǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

aŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎ ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀƭ ŜȄŀƳ ƳƻŘǳƭŀǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴŜŀǊ мсǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ [ƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ мтǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅ мтǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

!ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ό.оΣ /оΣ tоύ нпǘƘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ 

 

  

At South we believe that students who work hard deserve praise and recognition. Students are rewarded merits for 

their achievements - both academic and extra-curricular; good work; being helpful and having a good attitude.  

Highest number of merits 

Well done to Sophie Butler for getting the highest number of merits! 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Year 11 News  

Merits:  

Tutor group with highest number of merits: 11MS  

  

Well done!  

 

 

Butler,  Sophie 
Baylis,  Katie 
Craven,  Karl 
Hemmings,  Alexander 
Douglas,  Scott 
Hemsley,  Amy 
Ward,  Samuel 
Holmes,  Liam 
Crimmons,  Jonathon 
Tindall,  Ashleigh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evans,  Holly 
Hetherington,  Chelsea 
O'Connell,  Sophie 
Greaves,  Sophie 
Baker,  Cory 
Chaudhari,  Radhika 
Ward,  Rachael 
Stanton,  Ben 
Cook,  Demi 
Flight,  James 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pagan,  Luke 
Brazier,  Annie 
Roebuck,  Georgina 
Hancox,  Chance 
Clements,  Kieran 
Wirges,  Daniel 
Lammas,  Annabel 
Mullally,  Luke 
Parkin,  Tayla 
Pimley,  Macaulay 
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  At South we pride ourselves on the great attendance of our students.  Attendance is a key 

component in Education: good attendance ensures students receive the education they deserve. 

The following students have 100% attendance in Year 11: 

Top three tutor groups with best 

attendance  

11MS 96.46  

11SL  95.88  

11LW  95.37  

 

Year 11 Attendance News  

Abban, Nana Kwasi 
Addison, Julie 
Ali, Emily 
Anslow, Luke 
Austen, Isabelle 
Baker, Joshua 
Banner, Sophia 
Bannister, Sasha 
Bartlett, Natalie 
Bennett, Evangeline 
Bird, Joshua 
Bointon, Samuel 
Border, Jenna 
Brighton, Jack 
Burdett, James 
Carter-Pell, Jodie 
Chaudhari, Radhika 
Clements, Kieran 
Clifford, Eleanor 
Cruickshank, Kayleigh 
Cutler, Charlotte 
Dickinson, Joseph 
Downing, Joanne 
Dyer, Jack 
Ganner, Harrison 
Goddard, Lucy 
Goffe, Callum 

Gregory, Jessica 
Halfpenny, Jessica 
Hammond, Ceri 
Hanks, Jacob 
Harris, Joseph 
Healey, Cameron 
Heinz-Siodlaczek, Christian 
Hemmings, Alexander 
Hill, Patrick 
Hodges, Hollie 
Holmes, Liam 
Hoppe, Timothy 
Huins, Nicholas 
James, William 
Johns, Bethany 
Jones, Catherine 
Jones, Rhiannon 
Kenny, Eleanor 
Lancashire, Faye 
Lawton, Benjamin 
Lemon, James 
MacKay, Alex 
Maiden, Kieran 
Malpass, Kate 
Matthews, Verity 
McCrudden, Jessica 
Mills, Alexander 

Morris, Annie-Rose 
Morris, Jack 
Mutsvanemoto, Deon 
Nash, Jack 
Norris, Louisa 
Owen, Alice 
Pagan, Luke 
Peters, Miriam 
Pitt, Benjamin 
Reeves, Thomas 
Roebuck, Georgina 
Savva, Demetra 
Sewell, George 
Stanton, Ben 
Taylor, Eve 
Teer, Emily 
Thorney, Joseph 
Twilley, Caleb 
Walters, Chloe 
Walton, Keiran 
Watson, Jonathan 
Weaving, Hester 
Wigley, Bryn 
Williams, Jack 
Wilson, Emma 
Wirges, Daniel 
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Language Ambassadors 

In December the 6th Form Language 

Ambassadors ran a Christmas 

workshop for students from Aston 

Fields, Alvechurch and Year 9 

students from South.  

Languages Ambassadors lead 

workshops in French, German and 

Spanish including singing Christmas 

carols, making cards, discussing 

Christmas traditions in other 

countries and learning new 

vocabulary.  

This is the first of many Language 

Ambassador lead events to come ς look out for them in your lessons in the coming weeks! Joyeux 

Noël, Frohe Weinachten, Feliz Navidad! 

 

WORLD LANGUAGES 
 

Over the past five years, our lunchtime & after-ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Ŏƭǳōǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ǳǇ ōŜƎƛƴƴŜǊǎΩ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎ ƛƴ ǎƻƳŜ ƳŀƧƻǊ - 

& unfamiliar ς languages. Students have been able to get to know some linguistic basics, & some important 

cultural details that would make them welcome throughout the Russian & Mandarin-speaking areas of the 

globe ς a few thousand square miles, & few million people to talk to! Two students have gone on to study 

Mandarin at university, one of whom has since lived for a year in China. 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƭǳōǎ ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƻǿƴ ǘƛƳŜΣ ϧ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ ς 

provided we have the expertise to teach the language! In response to popular demand this year, Welsh 

carries on, & Italian makes a first appearance. 

 

Cylch Cymraeg 

The Welsh club meets in the lang lab (142) on Monday lunchtimes. You can be an English tourist who wants 

to enjoy & understand Wales better ς or you can be a twentieth generation choir-singing, rugby-playing 

ά/ȅƳǊƻ /ȅƳǊŀŜƎέΤ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƘŜƭǇ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΗ 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ǿŜΩǾe done so much Welsh geography, that we can translate & explain just about any place name 

ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ Ǿƛsited. 

LƴǎǇƛǊŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ /ƭƻǘƘŜǎ {Ƙƻǿ [ƛǾŜΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ ϧ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǿŜŀǊΣ ϧ ŀǎƪ ǿƘŀǘ 

someone has in stock. 

Inspired by The Rugby World Cup in New Zealand, we can say all our scores (not easy with a number system 

that looks like it came out of the Bible - & a team that scores so many points!), & name all the participating 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΦ LŦ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘΣ ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎƭŀǘŜ άǊŜŘ ŎŀǊŘέΗ 

bŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǇŜŀƪ ²ŜƭǎƘ ƛƴ !ǊƎŜƴǘƛƴŀΦ 

 

Italiano 

The Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ Ŏƭǳō ƳŜŜǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎ ƭŀō όмпнύ ƻƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ƭǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜǎΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ 

mother-tongue is ς you just need to be interested in any one or more of: football, architecture, cars, 

spaghetti, ancient history, literature, cheesy music, religion, fashion, modern history, movies, rugby, the 

Renaissance, the Euro crisis, opera. 

Our  beginners can identify themselves, say which monuments are in which Italian cities, which football 

teams play in which stadiums (& sort out the differencŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ aƛƭŀƴƻΣ ƛƭ aƛƭŀƴ ϧ ƭΩLƴǘŜǊΗύΣ & why, 

ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 5ŀȅΗ 

bŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ϧ ǿƘȅΣ ǿƻǊƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 

between different types of pasta, & give a crash-course to the sixth-formers & teachers who are going to 

Rome & Pompei at Easter. 

If anything in either of these clubs appeals to you, please come & join us. If none of it does, but you still like 

the idea of Welsh or Italian, please tell me, ϧ ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀŘŀǇǘκŜȄǘŜƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΗ   

 

Russia & Belarus 

!ƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘǎ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ς a pity, because World Cup 2018 will 

be more fun you can speak some of the language, or at least read the alphabet (easy, by the way!) ς we 

have a unique chance to get to know young people in Belarus. Students in this unique & isolated ex-Soviet 

ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎΣ ǿƘƻǎŜ άŦƻǊŜƛƎƴέ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ƛǎ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŜȄŎƭǳǎƛǾŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǇŜƴκŜ-mail 

ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ !ƎŀƛƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩre interested, please let me know. 

 

Mr Fletcher 
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National Interfaith Week 

A CONFERENCE bringing together people of 

different faiths has been held at a Bromsgrove 

school.  

More than 160 students from six different schools 

across Worcestershire took part in the Religious 

Studies Ethics conference, held at South 

Bromsgrove High School, in Charford Road, on 

November 25.  

The event was held as part of national interfaith 

week, which highlights the work of faith-based 

groups, and encourages greater interaction 

between people of different backgrounds.  

Buddhist, Muslim, Christian and Humanist 

representatives gave their points of views in 

discussions at the event, and an art competition 

was held where students entered their work based 

on the conference theme of different beliefs, shared values.  Sophie Caswell, year 12 student at South 

.ǊƻƳǎƎǊƻǾŜΣ ǎŀƛŘΥ άhǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΣ ƛǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 

ǇǊŜƧǳŘƛŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŀŘǾŜǊǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦέ  

Mr Giles 
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PLYMOUTH 

This year our house team is enthusiastic, determined 

and passionate to do our best to make Plymouth 

champions! We have already taken part in autumn 

sports this year and are so proud of how well everyone 

ŘƛŘ ǎƻ ǿŜƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ƎǳȅǎΗ ²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŘƻƛƴƎ 

this again in the New Year and are once again hoping 

for wicked results. Eisteddfod rehearsals have just 

gotten underway and we need as many people to 

participate as possible. We are confident in our chosen 

song choice, ΨǘŜŜƴŀƎŜ ŘǊŜŀƳΩ ōȅ Yŀǘȅ tŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ Ŏannot 

wait to put our own twist on it and create a unique 

and fun version of the song.  

Also as a part of Eisteddfod, dance and drama auditions have got underway and we are so proud of the 

participation and commitment of the students in Plymouth and are confident that they can help us to 

become champions. We hope you all have a lovely Christmas and will be ready for rehearsals after the 

break that will help us win! 

Hannah Grounds 

TALBOT TITANS 

So far this year, Talbot has participated in 

the autumn sports competition where all 3 

houses came joint first, all scoring the same 

amount of points. We would like to thank 

everyone who took part in this and we do 

value all of your outstanding efforts. 

We would like to carry this tremendous 

effort forward into the inter house 

eisteddfod competition which we have now 

started preparing for which takes places in 

March of next year. 

¢ƘŜ ǎŜǘ ǎƻƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƛǎ Ψ9ǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴΩ ōȅ ²ƛƭƭ ¸ƻǳƴƎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǎƻƴƎΣ ΨwƻƭƭƛƴƎ Lƴ ¢ƘŜ 

5ŜŜǇΩ ōȅ !ŘŜƭŜΦ 

After doing so well and winning the overall music cup last year we hope to have similar repercussions this 

year and therefore are looking for as many people as possible to take part in the choir, drama and dance, 

ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƘȅΗ 
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VERNON 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ Ch¦w ŜƛǎǘŜŘŘŦƻŘǎΣ 

±ŜǊƴƻƴ IƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ ŀ ŦƛŦǘƘ 

ǘǊƻǇƘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƛǘƘ aǊǎ 

¢ŀȅƭƻǊ όŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŀōƭŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ 

ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜǎύ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƘƻƛǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ IƻǳǎŜ ¢ŜŀƳ ŀǊŜ ǇŀƛƴǎǘŀƪƛƴƎƭȅ 

ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀ aŎŦƭȅ aŜŘƭŜȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǇƛŜŎŜΣ ŀƴŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ƳǳŎƘ aŀǊƛŀƘ-

/ŀǊŜȅ-ƭƛƪŜ ǎǿŀƎƎŜǊΣ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ 

ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²ƛƭƭ ¸ƻǳƴƎΩǎ 9ǾŜǊƎǊŜŜƴΦ 

²ƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎΣ мслҌ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ 

±ŜǊƴǎ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭΣ 

ƭŜŀŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ 9ƛǎǘŜŘŘŦƻŘ 

/ŀǇǘŀƛƴǎΣ wƻǎƛŜΣ !ōōƛŜ tΣ [ƛȊȊƛŜ ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƭƻǘǘŜΣ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ±ŜǊƴƻƴΩǎ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜŀƪ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǾŜǊΦ  

  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ǇƭŀȅΣ άDǊŜƎƻǊȅΩǎ DƛǊƭέΣ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ Ŏƻ-ŘƛǊŜŎǘŜŘ ōȅ IƻǳǎŜ 

/ŀǇǘŀƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ !н ŘǊŀƳŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 9Ř [ƻōƻŘŀ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǊƛŜǘ 5ǿȅŜǊΣ ǿƛǘƘ aǎ 

CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ƻǾŜǊǎŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ hŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŜǾŜǊ ƻƴ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ aǊ Iƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ  Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ άǎǘŀǊǊƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ нллс ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ 

ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ŀŎŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭΗ 

  

 

¢ƘŜ 9ƛǎǘŜŘŘŦƻŘ ƘȅǇŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ǿŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

±ŜǊƴƻƴ IƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ CǊƛŘŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿ 

ǳƴǘƛƭ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƳŀǊŎƘΦ 5ŀƴŎŜ ǊŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭǎ ŦƻǊ ōƻǘƘ ǎƻƭƻ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ŀǊŜ 

ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ .ŀǎƪŜǘōŀƭƭ ƘŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ Ŧŀǎǘ 

ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊƳΦ  

  

 

 

!¦¢¦ab {thw¢{ w9{¦[¢{ 
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Food Technology Competition Winners! 

After fierce competition the following pupils have been successful in being selected to go forward 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άŎƻƻƪ ƻŦŦέ ŀǘ .ŜŎƪŜǘǘΩǎ ŦŀǊƳ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ фth 2012. Lily Truman, Max Peel, Natalie 

Goodchild, Francesca Varnish, Jenna Border, Lauren Smith and Julie Addison. 

The overall winner will receive £100 and the opportunity to see their product on the farm shop 

shelves. 

Well Done and Good Luck to all 7! 

Mrs Davies 

 

Book Week 
 

During 3rd to 10th October we held a Book Week in the Learn Centre when we suggested some new books 

to read and, amongst other things, featured well known authors ς Terry Pratchett, Robert Muchamore and 

Louise Rennison whose books are widely read by the students.  We held competitions with £10 prizes on 

offer and were packed for those particular break and lunchtimes.  We were surprised at the number of 

entries and, to be completely fair, they were judged by an outside judge.   The competition winners were: 

Five Book Challenge (extended period to 31st October) 

Alex Marsh 10AU  Alex did a great job and completed his five books well within time (I                                                                                    

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŜŀǘΗύ 

 

Creating a book cover design  

Brendan Glennon 10FW Brendan designed a brilliant new cover for Dracula ς very gothic! 

 

Poem on Games 

Tabby Davidge 11MR Tabby wrote an excellent piece on Chess ς we have some excellent                 

poets and this was a real winner 

 

Well done to all our very creative winners ς hope they enjoy spending their prize winnings. 

Watch out for our next event ς Voting for the Ψ{ǘŀƴ [ŜŜ 9ȄŎŜƭǎƛƻǊ !ǿŀǊŘΩ 
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South Hosts National Schools Film Week 

 

On Friday 14th October South hosted National Schools Film Week. The morning was given over to 

our local first schools who were treated to Animal United. The afternoon involved all Film and 

Media students from years 10-13 who did some work on the documentary Catfish. The 

documentary really engaged the students and there was keen discussion in the lessons that 

followed. The film deals with Facebook and how much we put our trust in such social networking 

sites.  

 

We used the Q&A from the DVD to guide our discussion and it was interesting to compare student 

responses with the film makers. The experience will prove to be invaluable for Yr13 Film and 

Media students in particular as they can refer to this film directly in their exams. Other students 

also benefited from the discussions and it was great to see and hear the film on the big screen. 

Thanks go to the British Film Institute, and T C Peppercorn from Artrix [above] for making this day 

possible.  

Mr Sprouting 

Head of Film and Media 
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Young Engineers Show Their Mettle 

Four students from South Bromsgrove High School have shown their skills as engineers at the 

University of Birmingham this week. William Jefford, 

16, Catherine Jones, 16, Luke Sargeant, 17, and 

Matthew Wigley, 17, have spent three days this week 

using the UƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ΨMetallurgy and MaterialsΩ 

facilities to develop a fixture for test pieces from 

forged aircraft components. The project is a joint 

venture between the school and local engineering 

company Mettis Aerospace Ltd and began in October 

when Mettis representatives Steve Green and Mike 

Froggatt briefed the students with their requirements 

for new designs. 

Producing parts for a wide range of private, commercial and military aircraft used across the 

globe; quality control is of prime importance for the long-standing company. In need of a new 

fixture for holding and accurately marking test pieces that would be stretched, literally, to 

breaking point, and always on the lookout for bright young engineers, Mettis seized the 

opportunity to involve local students.  Since then, the team have been meeting regularly; 

researching, designing, discussing and refining their solutions. 

In December, the hours of planning paid off when, along with teams from across the region, the 

quartet and their engineering mentors descended on University of Birmingham labs, workshops 

and lecture theatres, generously made available for 

the Engineering Education Scheme. For three full 

days the team gained practical experience of the role 

of an engineer and the methods employed in 

precision manufacturing. They used a wide range of 

machinery, including computer automated tools, to 

cut, drill and shape a fixture that will hold test pieces 

of all sizes and mark them accurately to within 

hundredths of a millimetre. 

¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΣ ŘƛƭƛƎŜnce and thorough 

attention to detail have been highly praised by school and company alike and the four are a real 

credit to South Bromsgrove High and the generation of students they represent. In spite of 

widespread economic difficulties and rising unemployment, the world of engineering is still in 

need of school leavers and graduates with a passion for problem solving. As the project 

approaches its completion in March, the future prospects are looking bright for these skilled 

students.  

Mr Jervis 
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JAN 2012 4 FIRST DAY OF SPRING TERM 

Year 11 Taster Day ς A Level Subjects 
 11 Casual Concert 7.00-8.00pm 
 12 Year 13 Reports Issued 
 18 Silver Duke of Edinburgh parents evening 7.30-8.30pm 
 19 Year 11 Reports issued 
 25 Deadline for Parents Consultation Requests 

Music Open Rehearsal 6.00-7.30pm 
 26 Year 10 Work Experience evening for parents 7.00-8.00pm 
 31 Parents Consultations 4.00-5.30pm 
FEB 2012 2 Intermediate Maths Challenge 
 3 Year 10 Reports Issued 
 8 School Play 
 9 School Play  

Year 9 Reports Issued 
 10 School Play  

Last day of first Half term 
 

  Half Term Break ς Monday 13 February to Friday 17 February 2012 
 

FEB 2012 20 First day of second Half Term 
 24 Annual Review Day    
 28 Higher Education Information Evening for Parents 
MAR 2012 1 KS4 Personalised Pathways Evening 6.30-8.30pm 
 8 Eisteddfod PE & Dance Evening 6.00-8.30pm 
 9 Eisteddfod Music & Drama Evening 7.00-10.30pm 
 13 Deadline for Sixth Form Consultation requests 

Revision Evening for Year 10 parents 7.30 to 8.30pm  
 14 Group photographs for Year 11/12/13 
 15-17 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Practice Camp (Group 1) ς Forest of Dean 
 18-20 Silver Duke of Edinburgh Practice Camp (Group 2) ς Forest of Dean 
 20 Sixth Form Consultations (related to exam results) 4.00-5.30pm 
 21 Year 12 Geography Fieldwork 
 22 Year 12 Reports Issued 
 23 Sixth Form HE Convention at University of Worcester 

Ψ{ƻǳǘƘ wƻŎƪǎΩ aǳǎƛŎ /ƻƴŎŜǊǘ ŀǘ !ǊǘǊƛȄ 
 29 Certificates & Awards Evening 7.30-9.30pm 

Modern Languages Trip to Barcelona 
MAR 2012 30 No students in school - ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 5ŀȅ 

LAST DAY OF SPRING TERM 
 
 

  Spring Break ς Monday 2 April to Friday 13 April 2012 
 
 
 


