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Dear Student 

I trust you have had a productive first term at South Bromsgrove High and that you are making good progress in your 

studies. 

You will shortly be taking the next steps in your educational career by stating a preference for subjects and courses 

that you wish to study in Years 10 and 11.  

The decisions you are about to take through our pathways process are importanǘ ƻƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 

take time with your family to think about which subjects that you are particularly interested in or will suit your style 

of learning. 

Your teachers will be only too pleased to help if you need more information or advice about a subject - make sure 

that that you ask! 

Our pathways evening is a great opportunity to take a closer look at what subject areas are offering, so put the date 

in your diary. 

Finally ς ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ ƘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊŜŦŜǊences.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Chris Smith 

Headteacher 
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Tailoring the curriculum to the needs of the student 

We aim to connect with every one of our students, engaging them in exciting and challenging programmes of study 
which are relevant to their needs and reflect their strengths and interests. It is a priority for us that all our students 
follow a broad and balanced curriculum whicƘ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŎƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘΣ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŎƻǳǊǎŜǎΦ  hǳǊ ǘƛƳŜǘŀōƭŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘ ƻƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǇǊŜŦŜǊŜƴces and enables them to 
customise their curriculum by selecting from a wide range of academic and vocational courses which support and 
complement each other. To this end, we provide a diversity of curriculum pathways constituting a variety of routes 
to success.  LƴŦƻǊƳŜŘ ōȅ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŘŀǘŀΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ ŜŀŎƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǿill receive 
a Personalised Pathways form, setting out the most appropriate courses for them to choose from. 

Central to the wide range of teaching and learning styles that we employ is the desire to promote in our students a 
strong sense of self-discipline and responsibility for their own development. Academic qualifications are by no 
means all that is required for success in the future. We seek to develop a range of transferable skills which will not 
ƻƴƭȅ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŎƘŀƴŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŧǳǘǳre, but also in adult life. These are the skills of independent 
enquiry, creative thinking, reflective thinking, self-managing, participating effectively and working in a team. 

Appropriate information, advice and guidance for every student are critical components of our pathways process. 
Please be assured that every effort will be made to ensure that your son or daughter will be supported by their 
tutors, subject teachers and senior leaders in the school to ensure that the best selection is made. All Year 9 students 
have attended a presentation in assembly to outline the process and you may wish to consider the data in your 
ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿhich will help inform your choices.  

Also instrumental in the process is Annual Review Day on Friday 1 March ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǘǳǘƻǊ ǘƻ 
review progress, set targets for the rest of the year and consider pathways for the future. Furthermore, parents and 
students are invited to an information evening on Thursday 31 January where all teaching staff will be present and 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŀǎƪ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜƪ ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
for the various courses on offer.  We look forward to working with you on these occasions. 

In previous years over 90% of students have been allocated a place on their first choice subject.  Where demand is 
exceeded we will look at reserve choices.  We offer no guarantee that forms submitted after the deadline of 4th 
March will be allocated first choice subjects. 

 

 

I Medlicott 

Deputy Headteacher 
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 you would like to know more then please contact Mr Buncle  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 course booklet are organised 
alphabetically by A  
 

 

 

 

 

  BTEC 

 

In  

 

 

 

  

Careers 

Throughout each key stage of their education 

students are given guidance at critical points in 

the school year in preparation for initiatives 

and transitions that affect their progression. 

Students receive guidance in year 9 with their 

option choices which also runs alongside the 

Careers Induction programme which they start 

in year 9. In year 10 students take part in the 

work experience programme and they are 

given support and guidance in securing a 

placement of their choice.  In years 11, 12 and 

13 students receive one to one impartial 

careers guidance interviews around their post 

16 and 18 options.  

A wide range of visits and speakers are 

arranged to support students across all years in 

their career choices and education over their 

time at the school. Drop-in sessions are also 

available at breaks and lunchtimes for any 

students to come and ask questions about 

careers or education. 

Helen Harrod 

Careers Officer 

 

In Year 9 students receive a Careers Induction where they are introduced to the interactive advice and 

guidance programmes we use here at South.  This gets students to think about their future aspirations 

and career path.  To complement the Job Explorer database programme that we use, we are now 

introducing additional software to further enhance the provision.  Planning for KS4 subjects is an 

important time.  Students need to ensure they have carried out both personal and subject research.  

Although it may seem early, they must take into account what they may want to do after their GCSEs.  

If they are looking towards further study, which the majority of our students do, then they have to 

consider what subjects they should be studying now, to gain entry on to these courses in the future.  

It is also essential that students research what exactly they will be learning in their chosen courses.  

While we support the students throughout the selection process there are always some people who 

do not research wisely and then find out too late that the subject is not what they expected.   Please 

use the resources that are available, the interactive resources, tutors, subject teachers, and older 

students who are actually studying the subjects in which you are interested.   If you require any further 

information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Why do students need CEIAG?  
 
Many students are influenced by the environment they work 
in, their peers and their role models.  Whilst these are all 
useful sources of information, often many students are 
unaware of the many exciting opportunities available to 
them.   
 
In this uncertain global climate, our emphasis must be on 
ensuring that our young people are well prepared to enter 
the world of work. 
 
It is important that we equip students with the necessary 
tools and guidance that will encourage them to make the 
right decisions for their next transition.  This will be into 
further training, here or elsewhere, or on to an 
Apprenticeship or maybe into employment after their 
GCSEs. 
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GCSE English Language and English Literature 
Government changes mean that GCSEs in English Language and English Literature are now linear and assessed entirely 
though examinations, which lead to separate GCSE awards in each subject. Students will be entered for both GCSEs. 
The exams are not tiered; students of all abilities will sit the same paper and be awarded a numerical grade of 1-9. A 
grade 5 is broadly equivalent to the current C grade.  
 

Programmes of Study in Years 9, 10 and 11 

In English Language, students will draw upon a range of texts as reading stimulus and engage with creative as well as 
real and relevant contexts. Students will have opportunities to develop higher-order reading and critical thinking skills 
that encourage genuine enquiry into different topics and themes. They will be assessed on their ability to read fluently 
and write effectively, demonstrate a confident control of Standard English and write grammatically correct sentences, 
deploying figurative language and analysing texts. 
 
In English Literature, students are required to read, discuss and write about plays, poems and novels in a variety of 
ways, reflecting their understanding of plot and character, as well as deeper awareness of themes and attitudes.  
Above all, they are expected to communicate a sensitive and informed personal response to what they have read.  
 
High standards of grammar, spelling and punctuation and the use of an appropriate and expressive vocabulary are 
expected at all times in both English Language and English Literature.   
 
 

English Language ς Specification at a glance 
 

Paper 1: Explorations 
in Creative Reading and 

Writing 

+ Paper 2: Writers' 
Viewpoints and 

Perspectives 

+ Non-examination 
Assessment: 

Spoken 
Language 

What is assessed 
 

Section A: Reading 
ω one literature fiction text 

Section B: Writing 
ω descriptive or narrative 

writing 

What is assessed 
 

Section A: Reading 
ω one non-fiction text and 

one literary non-fiction text 
Section B: Writing 
ω writing to present a 

viewpoint 

What is assessed 
 

ω presenting 
ω ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

questions 
and feedback 
ω ǳǎŜ ƻŦ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 

English 

Assessed 
 

ω written exam: 1 hour 45 
minutes 
ω ул ƳŀǊƪǎ 
ω рл҈ ƻŦ D/{9 

Assessed 
 

ω written exam: 1 hour 45 
minutes 
ω 80 marks 
ω рл҈ ƻŦ D/{9 

Assessed 
 

ω teacher set 
ω ƳŀǊƪŜŘ ōȅ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ 

ω ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ 
endorsement 

(0% weighting of 
GCSE) 
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English Literature - Specification at a glance 
 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the  
19th-century novel 

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry 
 

What is assessed 
ω {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜ 

ω ¢ƘŜ мфǘƘ-century novel 
 

What is assessed 
ω aƻŘŜǊƴ ǘŜȄǘǎ 
ω tƻŜǘǊȅ 

ω ¦ƴǎŜŜƴ ǇƻŜǘǊȅ 
 

How it is assessed 
ω ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŜȄŀƳΥ м ƘƻǳǊ пр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 

ω сп ƳŀǊƪǎ 
ω пл҈ ƻŦ D/{9 

How it is assessed 
ω ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ŜȄŀƳΥ н ƘƻǳǊ мр ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ 

ω фс ƳŀǊƪǎ 
ω 60% of GCSE 

 

 
English Lessons 

Students will be encouraged to work independently and develop their own methods for analysing and responding to 
texts.  They will need to become proficient in reading texts critically, synthesising information from a range of sources 
and developing their own interpretations and arguments. 
 
During lessons, students will study the set course texts in sufficient depth and detail to enable them write confidently 
in a closed-text exam. They will develop their knowledge of the English Language, learning to craft and shape their 
writing to influence their reader. Students will also be encouraged to develop their love of reading; reading widely and 
extensively in order to develop a greater understanding of literature. Teachers will use a range of resources in their 
teaching; for example, written texts and materials, photographs and paintings, the interactive white board, DVDs and 
a variety of ICT software.    

 

Assessment 
 
Progress of examination work will be monitored carefully through regular class based assessment.  All assessments 
throughout the course are marked according to the exam criteria in the syllabus. Teachers will provide both written 
and oral feedback to students linked directly to exam marking criteria. Students themselves will become familiar with 
exam mark schemes and will be encouraged to assess their own work through planned opportunities for self and peer 
assessment.   

Assessment for the spoken language component is separately endorsed. This means that students will receive a grade, 
but this grade will not contribute to their overall GCSE grade ς instead it will appear as a separate grade on their exam 
certificate.  

Beyond Key Stage 4 

A Level English Language and English Literature are popular choices amongst GCSE students.  Both GCSE courses equip 
students with the skills essential for the successful study of English Language and English Literature beyond GCSE.  
English Language and English Literature at A Level can be successfully combined with a wide variety of different 
subjects.     

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

For more information please see:   

Mr Holt, Miss Croft,  Mrs Dixon,   

Miss Dodd, Miss Eaton, Mrs Harpur, Miss Johnson, 

Mrs Smith, Ms Talbot or Mrs Wylie -Burren 
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Drama 
The GCSE Drama course is designed for anyone with an interest in the theatre.  Students do not only choose this 
subject because they enjoy drama, although that may well be a strong motivating force.  The benefits to be gained in 
terms of improving presentation and boosting self-confidence, social and communication skills from studying Drama 
can be used in all areas of your life and will be a valuable asset in any future career.  
 
Programmes of Study 
Many aspects of the theatre are explored and you will have an opportunity to work on a variety of different dramatic 
styles and topics.    As you progress through the course you will work on two key coursework pieces, making use of a 
wide range of dramatic approaches and performing in a variety of different styles. You will also study a text and a 
live performance in detail in order to prepare for the written examination. 
The course involves three main areas of study: 
 
Component 1: Devising  - Coursework - 40% of the qualification  
Content overview 
 /ǊŜŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ŘŜǾƛǎŜŘ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǎǘƛƳǳƭǳǎ  
 tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǾƛǎŜŘ piece. 
 !ƴŀƭȅǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾƛǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻΦ 

 
Component 2: Performance from Text ς Coursework - 20% of the qualification  
Content overview 
 {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ƪŜȅ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǘŜȄǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛll be assessed in performance by a visiting 

examiner. 
 
Component 3: Theatre Makers in Practice - Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes - 40% of the qualification  
Content overview  
The written paper focuses on the following areas: 
 Section A: Bringing Texts to Life - Practical exploration and study of one complete performance set text (45 marks) 
 Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation - Live theatre evaluation ς free choice of production (15 marks). 

 
Drama lessons 
Student participation in Drama lessons will involve a range of learning activities, but always with an emphasis on 
practical exploration of work and ideas. Students will have the opportunity to take on a range of working roles within 
a given lesson, acting as performer, working with text, improvising, interacting with other characters and situations 
and also in an organising role, acting as a director, viewing and evaluating their own work and that of others. 
Students will be responsible for maintaining a drama logbook where their ideas, experiences and research will be 
recorded and reflected upon. 
Preparation for the written exam will be conducted throughout the course with a focus on a selected text and 
performances seen and produced over the two years.  
 
Assessment 

Component 1: 

¶ Practical performance of a devised piece  

¶ Written Portfolio  
Work is internally assessed and externally moderated. 
 
Component 2: 

¶ A practical performance of a scripted text. 
Assessed by a visiting examiner 
 
Component 3: 

¶ A written examination focusing on study of a set text 
and a response to live theatre 

Written examination ς 1 hour 30mins 
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Beyond Key Stage 4  
Students can progress to a range of subjects after taking GCSE Drama. The A-Level Theatre Studies course is available 
to students who wish to pursue the subject further in the sixth form.  
 
For further information please see Mr Sugars  
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GCSE Media Studies 
 

Media Studies involves looking at how and why media industries (companies such as the Netflix and Apple) produce 
materials that will be viewed, read or listened to by a mass audience. This will be achieved through both an 
analytical and creative approach. 
 
Students should consider taking the course if they are interested in one or more of the following: 

¶ a career in journalism or advertising and marketing. 

¶ planning to go into business, as the media is essential for companies to get their message across. 

¶ how the media have an impact on our daily lives. 

¶ planning to go on to do A levels and go to university. 
 
The theoretical framework which comprises media language, representation, media industries and audiences is at 
the centre of everything we do in the subject, whether exploring or creating. 
 
Component 1 ς Exploring Media Language and Representation 1hr 30mins EXAM 30% 
Section A ς questions based on magazines, marketing (film posters), newspapers, or print advertisements. 
Section B ς questions based on film, newspapers, radio or video games. 
 
Component 2 ς Understanding Media Forms and Products 1hr 30mins EXAM 40% 
Section A ς Television Genres ς Crime Drama 
A detailed study of an episode from Luther and a comparison with The Sweeney. 
Section B ς Music (Music videos and online media) 
A detailed study of Pharrell Williams, Katy Perry and Michael Jackson. 
 
Component 3 ς Creating Media Products NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT 30% 
Each student will produce a media production for an intended audience in response to a choice of briefs set by the 
exam board: 
Television ς create a sequence from a new TV programme or a website to promote a new TV programme. 
Advertising and Marketing: Music ς create a music video or website to promote a new artist/band. 
Advertising and Marketing: Film ς create print-based marketing material for a new film. 
Magazines ς create a new print or online magazine. 
 
Media Lessons 
Detailed analysis of media texts, both from the past and present, will take place using a wide range of print, 
broadcast and e-media examples. Due to the nature of how the students will be assessed there will be an emphasis 
ƻƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ through tasks and discussion in class, consolidation 
for homework and revisiting texts on a regular basis. There is also a significant practical element to the course and so 
students will develop practical skills in photography, film making, and using computer packages such as Photoshop.  
 
Assessment 
The non-exam assessment will be marked by the teacher according to the criteria in the specification and externally 
moderated.  Progress of examination work will be monitored carefully through regular class based assessment.  The 
teacher will provide both written and oral feedback to students linked directly to exam board marking criteria. 
Students themselves will become familiar with exam mark schemes and will be encouraged to assess their own work 
through planned opportunities for self and peer assessment. 
   
Beyond Key Stage 4 
Students wishing to continue with A Level Media or Film Studies will need to achieve at least a Level 6 at GCSE. 
{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜƴ D/{9 aŜŘƛŀ {ǘǳŘƛŜǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ōǳǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƪŜŜƴ ƛnterest in the media can pick the subject 
up at A level although our preference is that it is taken at GCSE level. For students not having studied GCSE Media 
Studies we would expect them to have gained a Level 6 or above in English or English Literature.    
 
 
For more information please see:  Mr Sprouting in 2.19 
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D/{9 άф ǘƻ мέ aŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎǎ 

We will be following the new OCR Mathematics J560. 

The course aims to develop a wide variety of mathematical concepts and techniques under the traditional 
headings of number, algebra, shape and space, and data.  However, it is different to the old GCSE course in 
terms of emphasis: more specifically, it focuses on the application of mathematical skills in a variety of 
contexts, the interpretation of information presented in mathematical forms and the communication of 
mathematical ideas, more than ever before.  Most importantly, the syllabus includes a very strong problem 
solving element and introduces a few more challenging topics. 

 

Examination Structure 

Students take 3 papers from each tier.  The tiers cannot be mixed. 

 

Foundation Tier 

Paper 1 Written paper 100 marks 1 hour 30 minutes Calculator permitted  
 

Each 33 1/3% of 
total GCSE 

Paper 2 Written paper 100 marks 1 hour 30 minutes Calculator not permitted  
 

Paper 3 Written paper 100 marks 1 hour 30 minutes Calculator permitted  
 

Higher Tier 

Paper 4 Written paper 100 marks 1 hour 30 minutes Calculator permitted  
 

Each 33 1/3% of 
total GCSE 

Paper 5 Written paper 100 marks 1 hour 30 minutes Calculator not permitted  
 

Paper 6 Written paper 100 marks 1 hour 30 minutes Calculator permitted  
 

 

A Variety of Qualifications 

Our main aim is to support students through the GCSE and help them to achieve the best grade they can.  However, 

we may also offer a second mathematical qualification, because mathematics is such an important subject and we 

want to help students to extend and develop their mathematical skills in ways that are appropriate to their interests 

and future needs.  More able students may take Additional Mathematics, which is an excellent foundation for A 

level, and others may choose from Functional Skills at level 1 or 2, or a variety of Certificates, which run alongside 

the GCSE course.   

Maths Lessons 

In Maths lessons, much emphaǎƛǎ ƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŀǘƘŜƳŀǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ΨƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ 

ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜǘƘƻŘǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘƛǎ 

understanding.  Generally speaking, students work individually, but collaborative approaches are often part of 

lessons. 

Students are encouraged to show all stages of working and communicate their ideas using concise mathematical 

language. Although calculators are used regularly in lessons, students are expected to use mental and pencil and 

paper techniques as a matter of routine.  
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ICT is used widely as a teaching and learning resource.  The Mathematics Faculty subscribes to a brilliant website 

www.mymaths.co.uk  which can be accessed both at school and at home. All pupils have an individual id and login to 

get to special online worksheets, which can be tracked by their teachers at school. This provides an extremely 

valuable learning and revision aid for GCSE and also assists pupils in becoming more independent learners. 

Assessments 

Classwork and homework tasks are used to build up a picture of achievement on a day to day basis, but more formal 

assessments come in the shape of Recap Tests.  These are taken roughly every half term and they help both staff and 

pupils identify specific areas of weakness.  These topic areas will be revisited and students will be retested to ensure 

that they have sorted out their difficulties. Students will also take full GCSE practice papers in year 10 and year 11 to 

help prepare them for the final examinations. 

 

GCSE Gradings 

In June 2017, the traditional A* to G GCSE grades will be changed in favour of a new numericŀƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŜ ΨƎǊŀŘŜǎΩ 

will go from 9 to 1 (hence the name of the course), where 9 the highest and 1 is the lowest.   

Beyond Key Stage 4 

There are a variety of courses available for students joining the Sixth Form, depending on their potential and future 

career plans. 

A Level Mathematics (Now called A2 Mathematics) is available to Year 12 students who have achieved a minimum of 

a level 7 at GCSE.  The most able students may choose to study Further Mathematics A2, as well.  We also offer a 

Core Maths course ς OCR Quantitative Problem Solving ς which is appropriate for sixth form students who do not 

want to take the full A level, but still want to keep their mathematical skills in good order. 

 

For more information see : Miss Rowing, Mr Marseglia, Mr Houlcroft, Miss Brown, Mr Chevassut, Mrs Crossfield, Mr 
Hill, Mrs Smith, Mr Smith. 
 

  

http://www.mymaths.co.uk/
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ICT:  Creative iMedia   

OCR Cambridge National Certificate (J817)  

All students in Y10 will have access to the ICT Creative iMedia 

course as one of their options.  This course will lead to a GCSE 

equivalent qualification ð an OCR Cambridge National 

Certificate.  This course is ideal for those students who 

particular enjoy elements of Computing/ICT such as web design 

and graphic design and are enthusiastic about all aspects of 

computer use and are keen to develop a range of new software 

skills.  In particular this course will focus on the use of digital 

media resources and the creation of graphics, video, animation 

and web resources.  This will include use of Adobe Photoshop 

and Illustrator aswell as Serif Drawplus and Webplus. 

 

Why choose ICT Creative iMedia ? 

The choice of ICT Creative iMedia as one of your options will allow you to study aspects of ICT in significantly 

greater depth and provide opportunities to cover a broad range of modules ranging from Website Design to 

Computer Animation and Creating Video.   

 

How will I be assessed? 

The ICT Creative iMedia course is an extremely flexible qualification 

with assessment based chiefly on coursework with internally assessed 

assignments.  There will also be an examined component testing 

understanding of planning for ICT iMedia work worth 25% of the 

marks.  All work is assessed on a Pass, Merit, Distinction and Fail basis 

with points value equivalent to GCSE 

Students will build a portfolio of evidence and will target the 

achievement of a qualification that is the equivalent of a GCSE.   

Will I be suited to the ICT / Creative iMedia option course?  

V Have you enjoyed the ICT work in Year Nine Computing? 

V Do you enjoy working on computers? 

V Do you enjoy developing your ICT application skills ð in particular graphics based applications? 

V Do you have a good eye for design and have lots of ideas? 

V Are you well motivated and enjoy taking responsibility for completing tasks on time? 

V Are you well organised? 

V Are you comfortable using Moodle and enjoy using it as a means of accessing work? 

V Have you got access to a computer at home to help you complete your ICT work? 

If you have answered òyesó to these questions, the ICT / iMedia course might be for you!  
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For each unit you complete you will be awarded a Pass, Merit, Distinction or Fail so you must be well organized and 

good at completing work on time. You will also be awarded an overall grade, which again will be at Pass, Merit, 

Distinction or Distinction*.  There is no grade below Pass and all students will be expected to produce work to at 

least pass standard. 

General Information for all students  

Within the ICT / iMedia course, a GCSE equivalent qualification is made up 

by completing units successfully and completing assessed work linked to a 

given scenario. 

In Year Ten and Eleven all ICT/iMedia candidates will develop digital media 

skills using industry standard applications.  In particular students will use 

Adobe Creative Suite and Serif applications across a range of activities. 

 

Example of an iMedia Unit  

 

Creating a Digital 

Animation  

 

 

 

1. Be able to investigate digital animation techniques  

2. Be able to plan a digital animation  

3. Be able to create, save and test the planned digital animation  

4. Understand how to review the digital animation against the 

original brief  

  

 

Key Questions Answered  
 

What are lessons like?  

The ICT / iMedia course is a practical work based course. 

You learn by completing projects and assignments that are 

based upon realistic work based situations and activities.  

 

Will I have to work hard?  

The large amount of coursework involved does mean that 

there are lots of assignment tasks to be completed and you 

have to meet lots of deadlines.  Some of the coursework 

includes written work as well as computer based work. 

Thereõs quite a bit of homework to do, so you have to be 

really organised and keep on top of things. 

 

 

More Information  
If you would like more information ask your Y9 Computing teacher or come and speak to Mr Clifton or Mrs 

Walker. 
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Computer Science GCSE (OCR J276) 

We are offering students the opportunity to extend access to computer skills by 

following a dedicated Computer Science GCSE course.  This will be available to 

students as one of their option choices.  This is designed to be of interest to 

those students who are interested in. 

 

Why choose Computer Science GCSE? 

This is an exciting GCSE that gives you fantastic opportunities offering a detailed 

insight into how computers work from the processer up.  This qualification will 

build on the knowledge, understanding and skills established through the 

Computer Science covered in Year 9. The content has been designed not only to 

allow for a solid basis of understanding but to engage you and get you thinking 

about real world application. There is a lot of hands-on work with the 

components, making it engaging and enjoyable to study. You will also learn 

about coding (programming) principally using the Python language so you will 

learn to develop computer applications rather than just use them. Steve Jobs 

ǿŀǎ ǉǳƻǘŜŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ άŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅ Χ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŀ 

computeǊΧ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǎ ȅƻǳ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪΦέ 

 

 
 

 

  

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΚ 

This GCSE specification will: 

V Improve your confidence in areas such as understanding computer 

systems, awareness of computer languages, mobile phone 

applications, web page design and games design 

V Improve your understanding of social networking and its impact 

V Enable you to keep up to date with IT and digital developments, at 

home and in the shops 

V Explain how IT can help improve your career options 

V Provide you with IT skills that you can use to solve practical problems 

V Allow you to develop technical skills which will give you a foundation 

for achieving ICT and Computing A Levels. 

 How will I be assessed?  Two written exam papers and one Controlled Task unit.   
 Paper 1 (40%) - Computer systems; 
 Paper 2 (40%) - Computational thinking, algorithms and programming; programming project (20%) 
 Controlled Task ς Programming project 
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How will I be assessed?  

This GCSE has a combination of exams and controlled 

assessment. Controlled assessment means coursework you do 

in a supervised environment, such as your classroom. 

Depending on the route through the specification chosen you 

are likely to have: 

¶ Two written examinations worth 40% of the total marks 

each 

¶ One controlled assessment unit testing depth of knowledge 

and understanding of programming worth 20%.   

 

 

 

What grades could I get? 

You could achieve any grade from 9 to 1, depending on how you do in the written exams and the controlled task.  All 

students are able to access the full grade range and there are no tiers. 

How could it help with my future? 

A GCSE in Computer Science offers an incredible world of opportunities for work both in industry and in service 

sectors. Computational thinking in itself is a transferrable skill that sits alongside technical skills and knowledge.   

 

 

More Information 
If you would like more information ask your Y9 Computing teacher or come and speak to Mr Clifton (Room 136) or 

Mrs Walker (Room 134). 

 

 


